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PREVENTING TARGETED VIOLENCE

Executive Summary
THE ISSUE
Ideologically-inspired violence—whether political,
ideological, gender-based, or religious can disrupt
communities and impact the health, safety, and
well-being of children, families, and other vulnerable
populations, social services, education, public health,
DQGFLYLOULJKWVRɝFLDOV

THE APPROACH
Preventing targeted violence requires a coalition of
stakeholders that extends beyond a state’s law
HQIRUFHPHQWDJHQF\7KHLQWHUVHFWLRQDOQDWXUHRIWKH
threat necessitates a multidisciplinary approach to
identify the root cause of violence and mitigate it from
VSUHDGLQJ7KHSULQFLSOHVRISXEOLFKHDOWKSURYLGHD
XVHIXOIUDPHZRUNIRUDGGUHVVLQJWKLVLVVXH

ROLE OF GOVERNORS
In addressing the threat of targeted violence, governors
play an important role in setting the vision for their state,
engaging stakeholders, and developing a comprehensive
VWUDWHJLFSODQ
7KLVUROHPD\EHVWEHXQGHUVWRRGE\H[DPLQLQJOHVVRQV
from leadership in times of crisis, recent events across
the nation, and best practices from practitioners from
social services, public health, civil rights, and law
HQIRUFHPHQW$VZHOODVDQH[DPLQDWLRQRIZKDW
can be done to prevent motivations toward violence,
strengthen the social fabric of communities, and
LQWHUYHQHZKHQWKHWKUHDWRIYLROHQFHEHFDPHLPPLQHQW
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THE ISSUE BRIEF
The Preventing Targeted
Violence Issue Brief was created
to help governors implement a
multidisciplinary strategy to
SUHYHQWWDUJHWHGYLROHQFH7KLV
brief distills the latest research
and draws from elements of
public-health interventions to
provide guidance to governors,
state and local leaders, and other
stakeholders on how to prevent
ideologically-inspired violence—
whether political, ideological,
JHQGHUEDVHGRUUHOLJLRXV
By taking a multidisciplinary,
collaborative approach to
preventing such violence,
states can build safer and
PRUHUHVLOLHQWFRPPXQLWLHV
7KHEULHILVDVXEVHFWRIȊ$
Governor’s Roadmap to Preventing
7DUJHWHG9LROHQFHȋZKLFKLVEDVHG
on more than 80 interviews with
subject matter experts (SMEs),
FRQFOXVLRQVGUDZQIURP1*$
&HQWHUȇV3ROLF\$FDGHP\RQ
3UHYHQWLQJ7DUJHWHG9LROHQFH
two SME roundtables and
SUDFWLWLRQHUUHVHDUFK
For additional information about the
issue brief, please contact Lauren
Stienstra at lstienstra@nga.org or
Carl Amritt at camritt@nga.org.
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Governor’s Leadership
Given their roles and responsibilities,
governors have constitutional and statutory
roles in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of
DOOZKROLYHLQWKHLUVWDWHV3URWHFWLQJWKHLU
citizens from targeted attacks is one of their
PRVWLPSRUWDQWGXWLHV0DQ\JRYHUQRUV
begin this process by examining recent
tragedies within their states, searching for
opportunities to mitigate motivations to
violence, strengthen the social fabric, and
SUHYHQWIXWXUHDWWDFNV
Governors have a unique convening
power that can be leveraged to develop
broad stakeholder buy-in for a statewide
YLVLRQRQWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHSUHYHQWLRQ
7KH\FDQFRQQHFWNH\PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\
leaders from state agencies, local partners,
and non-governmental organizations to
REWDLQFRPPLWPHQWDQGVHWVWUDWHJ\
$VFKLHIH[HFXWLYHVJRYHUQRUVHVWDEOLVK
goals for preventing targeted violence and
prioritize prevention capability development
through budgeting, executive orders, and
RWKHUJXEHUQDWRULDOWRROV
$VUHJXODWRUVDQGDGPLQLVWUDWRUV
governors can increase collaboration of
executive branch agencies within their
states, including law enforcement, human
services, and public health and ensure
transparency and oversight for any violence
SUHYHQWLRQSURJUDP7KH\FDQFRRUGLQDWH
the lines of work between state, local, and
community-based organizations, ensuring
DFRKHVLYHVSHFLȴFLQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO
DSSURDFK
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BEST PRACTICE: Leverage the governor’s role
as convener, executive, and administrator
at key points in implementing targeted violence
prevention, including strategy setting, program
GHVLJQDQGVHFXULQJFRPPXQLW\VXSSRUW


GOVERNOR AS CONVENER

Set Statewide Vision
for Preventing
Targeted Violence

Multidisciplinary
Approach

Stakeholder
Identification and
Buy In

GOVERNOR
AS EXECUTIVE

GOVERNOR AS
ADMINISTRATOR

Establish Goals for
Violence Prevention
Funding for
Capability
Development

Crisis Manager in
Chief
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BACKGROUND

What is Violent Extremism?
Ȋ9LROHQWH[WUHPLVPȋLVQRWDIHGHUDOO\
GHȴQHGFULPHDQGLQGLYLGXDOVFDQQRWEH
FKDUJHGDVȊYLROHQWH[WUHPLVWVȋ$VVXFK
prosecutors rely on a series of federal and
state statutes to charge individuals with
UHODWHGFULPHV+RZHYHUYDULRXVIHGHUDO
frameworks delimit the contours of how
YLROHQWH[WUHPLVPPD\EHGHȴQHG
7KH:KLWH+RXVHȇVȊ6WUDWHJLF
Implementation Plan for Empowering Local
3DUWQHUVWR3UHYHQW9LROHQW([WUHPLVPLQ
WKH86ȋGHȴQHVȊ&9(ȋDVȊ3URDFWLYH
DFWLRQVWRFRXQWHUHRUWVE\H[WUHPLVWVWR
recruit, radicalize, and mobilize followers to
YLROHQFHȋ
7KHGHȴQLWLRQZDVEURDGHQHGLQ
'HSDUWPHQWRI+RPHODQG6HFXULW\ȇV
Ȋ6WUDWHJLF)UDPHZRUNIRU&RXQWHULQJ
7HUURULVPDQG7DUJHWHG9LROHQFHȋ
7KLVEULHIDGRSWVWKHWHUPLQRORJ\
ȊWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHȋUDWKHUWKDQ
ȊFRXQWHULQJYLROHQWH[WUHPLVPȋRUȊ&9(ȋ
to encompass all premeditated acts of
ideologically-inspired violence targeting
VSHFLȴFSRSXODWLRQV6LQFHXVDJHRI
WKHWHUPȊ&9(ȋKDVFRPHWREHDVVRFLDWHG
with interventions understood as
anti-Muslim and targeting populations
EDVHGRQWKHLUUHOLJLRXVEHOLHIV

DEFINING “HOMEGROWN
VIOLENT EXTREMISTS” AS:
Ȋ$3HUVRQ2I$Q\&LWL]HQVKLS
:KR+DV/LYHG$QG2U
2SHUDWHG3ULPDULO\ΖQ7KH
8QLWHG6WDWHV2UΖWV7HUULWRULHV
:KR$GYRFDWHVΖV(QJDJHGΖQ
2UΖV3UHSDULQJ7R(QJDJHΖQ
Ideologically-Motivated
7HUURULVW$FWLYLWLHV ΖQFOXGLQJ
3URYLGLQJ6XSSRUW7R
7HUURULVP ΖQ)XUWKHUDQFH2I
3ROLWLFDO2U6RFLDO2EMHFWLYHVȋ

$VVXFKZHXVHȊSUHYHQWLQJWDUJHWHG
YLROHQFHȋRUȊ379ȋWRUHIHUWRDQHZ
approach focused on preventing violence
rather than what may have motivated
WKDWYLROHQFH7KLVDSSURDFKFDQSURPRWH
greater awareness among stakeholders
about the various, evolving motivations
behind such violence and help dispel the
misconceptions that only al-Qaedaor ISIS-inspired individuals are motivated
WRVXFKDFWVRIYLROHQFH

'HSDUWPHQWRI+RPHODQG6HFXULW\ 6HSWHPEHU 6WUDWHJLF)UDPHZRUNIRU&RXQWHULQJ7HUURULVPDQG7DUJHWHG9LROHQFH S 5HWULHYHGIURP
KWWSVZZZGKVJRYVLWHVGHIDXOWȴOHVSXEOLFDWLRQVBBSOF\BVWUDWHJLFIUDPHZRUNFRXQWHULQJWHUURULVPWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHSGI

5

PREVENTING TARGETED VIOLENCE

How is Violent Extremism
'HȴQHG8QGHU)HGHUDO/DZ"
Under national security laws, however, acts
RIWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHPD\EHGHȴQHGDVDFWV
RIWHUURULVP8QGHUWKH$QWLWHUURULVP$FW
86&ii'ȊLQWHUQDWLRQDOWHUURULVPȋ
as activities that involve violent acts or acts
dangerous to human life that are a violation
of the criminal laws of the United States
or of any State, or that would be a criminal
violation if committed within the jurisdiction
RIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVRURIDQ\6WDWH$SSHDU
WREHLQWHQGHGWR 7RLQWLPLGDWHRUFRHUFHD
FLYLOLDQSRSXODWLRQ 7RLQȵXHQFHWKHSROLF\RI
a government by intimidation or coercion; or
 7RDHFWWKHFRQGXFWRIDJRYHUQPHQW
by mass destruction, assassination, or
kidnapping; and occur primarily outside the
territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or
transcend national boundaries in terms of the
means by which they are accomplished, the
persons they appear intended to intimidate
or coerce, or the locale in which their
perpetrators operate or see asylum;

7HUURULVWV 86&i$ 57RGDWH
however, those who have met the
GHȴQLWLRQRIȊGRPHVWLFWHUURULVPȋKDYHQRW
EHHQFKDUJHGZLWKDWHUURULVPUHODWHGFULPH

7KHVHVSHFLȴFVWDWXWHVGRQRWFDUU\FULPLQDO
charges but can be applied to associated
statutes when charging a suspect with a
FULPLQDODFW6XFKFKDUJHVLQFOXGH
8VH$WWHPSWHG8VHRID:HDSRQRI0DVV
'HVWUXFWLRQ 8QLWHG6WDWHV&RGH>86&@
iD  and Providing Material Support to

6HYHUDOVWDWHVKRZHYHUKDYHFRGLȴHG
WDUJHWHGYLROHQFHVWDWXWHVLQWKHLUVWDWHFRGHV7
Because of the number of such federal and
state statutes, state, local and federal
prosecutors typically work together to
determine which federal or state charges
WREULQJLQDFDVH8

$FWVRIWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHDUHDOVRDGGUHVVHG
LQKDWHFULPHVWDWXWHV7KH0DWWKHZ6KHSDUG
DQG-DPHV%\UG-U+DWH&ULPHV3UHYHQWLRQ
$FWRI 86&i FDUULHVDFULPLQDO
SHQDOW\DQGGHȴQHVȊKDWHFULPHVȋDVRHQVHV
involving actual or perceived race, color,
UHOLJLRQRUQDWLRQDORULJLQ:KRHYHUZKHWKHU
or not acting under color of law, willfully
causes bodily injury to any person or,
WKURXJKWKHXVHRIȴUHDȴUHDUPDGDQJHURXV
weapon, or an explosive or incendiary device,
attempts to cause bodily injury to any person,
because of the actual or perceived race, color,
religion, or national origin of any person and
RHQVHVLQYROYLQJDFWXDORUSHUFHLYHGUHOLJLRQ
national origin, gender, sexual orientation,
JHQGHULGHQWLW\RUGLVDELOLW\

$QWLWHUURULVP$FW86&ii'  
$QWLWHUURULVP$FW86&i  
$QWLWHUURULVP$FW86&iD  

5$QWLWHUURULVP$FW86&iD  
0DWWKHZ6KHSDUGDQG-DPHV%\UG-U+DWH&ULPHV3UHYHQWLRQ$FW86&i  
7ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO$VVRFLDWLRQRI&KLHIVRI3ROLFH  6WDWHDQWLWHUURULVPODZV

5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZWKHLDFSRUJVLWHVGHIDXOWȴOHVDOONP0RGHO6WDWXWHV7HUURULVPSGI
8'DQLHOV/ 2FWREHU 3URVHFXWLQJWHUURULVPLQVWDWHFRXUW/DZIDUH
5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZODZIDUHEORJFRPSURVHFXWLQJWHUURULVPVWDWHFRXUW
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How Often Does
Targeted Violence Occur?
The term “domestic
terrorism” means activities
that involve acts dangerous
to human life that are a
violation of the criminal laws
of the United States or of any
State; Appear to be intended
to: 1) to intimidate or coerce
a civilian population; 2) to
MRǼYIRGIXLITSPMG]SJE
government by intimidation
SVGSIVGMSR SVEǺIGXXLI
conduct of a government
by mass destruction,
assassination, or kidnapping;
and occur primarily within
the territorial jurisdiction of
the United States.3

-DFNVRQ%$5KRDGHV$/5HLPHU-5/DQGHU1
&RVWHOOR. %HDJKOH\6  3UDFWLFDOWHUURULVP
SUHYHQWLRQ5HH[DPLQLQJ86QDWLRQDODSSURDFKHV
to addressing the threat of ideologically motivated
YLROHQFH5HWULHYHGKWWSVZZZUDQGRUJSXEV
UHVHDUFKBUHSRUWV55KWPO
7KLVȴJXUHH[FOXGHVWKHWHUURULVWDWWDFNVRQ6HSW
%HUJHQ3)RUG$6LPV$ 6WHUPDQ'
QG 7HUURULVPLQ$PHULFDDIWHU5HWULHYHG
IURPKWWSVZZZQHZDPHULFDRUJLQGHSWK
WHUURULVPLQDPHULFD
-DFNVRQ%$5KRDGHV$/5HLPHU-5/DQGHU
1&RVWHOOR. %HDJKOH\6  3UDFWLFDO
WHUURULVPSUHYHQWLRQ5HH[DPLQLQJ86QDWLRQDO
approaches to addressing the threat of ideologically
PRWLYDWHGYLROHQFH5HWULHYHGKWWSVZZZUDQGRUJ
SXEVUHVHDUFKBUHSRUWV55KWPO
-DFNVRQ%$5KRDGHV$/5HLPHU-5/DQGHU
1&RVWHOOR. %HDJKOH\6  3UDFWLFDO
WHUURULVPSUHYHQWLRQ5HH[DPLQLQJ86QDWLRQDO
approaches to addressing the threat of ideologically
PRWLYDWHGYLROHQFH5HWULHYHGKWWSVZZZUDQGRUJ
SXEVUHVHDUFKBUHSRUWV55KWPO
)HGHUDO%XUHDXRIΖQYHVWLJDWLRQ -XO\ +DWH
FULPH5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVXFUIELJRYKDWHFULPH
0F&RUG0% 'HFHPEHU ΖWȇVWLPHIRU
&RQJUHVVWRPDNHGRPHVWLFWHUURULVPDIHGHUDOFULPH
/DZIDUH5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZODZIDUHEORJFRP
its-time-congress-make-domestic-terrorismfederal-crime
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185

Incidents of terrorism
occurred in the
United States between
2002 and 2016 9

People killed
in terrorist attacks
on U.S. soil between
late 2001 and 2018 10

}$FFRUGLQJWR5$1'ȇVDQDO\VLVRIWKH
*OREDO7HUURULVP'DWDEDVH

}$FFRUGLQJWRWKHȊ1HZ
$PHULFDȇV5HSRUWRQ7HUURULVPȋ

943

111,821

}$FFRUGLQJWRWKH1DWLRQDO
Consortium for the Study of
7HUURULVPDQG5HVSRQVHVWR
7HUURULVPȇV 67$57 
Ȋ3URȴOHRIΖQGLYLGXDO5DGLFDOL]DWLRQ
LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVȋ

}+RZHYHUWKHVHFULPHVWHQGWREH
XQGHUUHSRUWHG$OWKRXJKKDWHFULPHV
DUHQRWVWDWXWRULO\FRQVLGHUHGȊDFWVRI
WHUURULVPȋWKH\DUHWKHȊFORVHWGDWD
VHWȋWKHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWKDVRQ
DFWVRIGRPHVWLFWDUJHWHGYLROHQFH

Individuals took violent
or other illegal supportive
action between
2002 and 201611

Hate crimes reported
to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI)
from 2001 to 2017

Deaths caused between 2000 and 2018
in the United States from:
104
73 
8

)RUHLJQLQVSLUHGWHUURULVP HJΖ6Ζ6$O4DHGD 
)DUULJKWZLQJWHUURULVP
Ȋ%ODFNVHSDUDWLVWQDWLRQDOLVWVXSUHPDFLVWȋWHUURULVP
}$FFRUGLQJWR5$1'

These statistics fall short of painting a full picture of
how often acts of targeted violence occur. For instance,
prosecutors may decide to prosecute an individual on
charges of homicide rather than a hate crime.
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Integrating Public Health
$JRDORID3UHYHQWLQJ7DUJHWHG9LROHQFH 379 DSSURDFKLVWRLOOXPLQDWHZK\WDUJHWHGYLROHQFH
LVPRUHWKDQVLPSO\DODZHQIRUFHPHQWPDWWHU7KHPXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\QDWXUHRIWKHWKUHDW
QHFHVVLWDWHVDPXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\DSSURDFKWRHQVXUHWKHURRWFDXVHRIYLROHQFHLVLGHQWLȴHGDQG
SUHYHQWHGIURPVSUHDGLQJ7KH379PRGHOSUHVHQWHGKHUHGUDZVRQSXEOLFKHDOWKLQWHUYHQWLRQV
LVEDVHGRQDSXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQE\EHKDYLRUDOKHDOWK PHQWDOKHDOWKDQG
VXEVWDQFHPLVXVH SXEOLFKHDOWKDQGODZHQIRUFHPHQWSUDFWLWLRQHUV$VVXFKLWLQFOXGHV
SULPDU\VHFRQGDU\DQGWHUWLDU\SUHYHQWLRQHRUWV

PRIMARY PREVENTION
3ULPDU\SUHYHQWLRQHRUWVLQWKHSXEOLFKHDOWKGRPDLQLQFOXGHDQDUUD\RIDFWLYLWLHV
aimed at preventing disease before it occurs, such as risk mitigation and resiliency
VWUDWHJLHV)RU379VWDWHVZRXOGQHHGWRVWDUWWKHLUHQJDJHPHQWDQGSULPDU\SUHYHQW
approaches by informing local stakeholders — mayors, social service providers, public
KHDOWKVWDHGXFDWRUVFKLHIVRISROLFHȃDERXWKRZIUHTXHQWO\RULQIUHTXHQWO\WDUJHWHG
YLROHQFHRFFXUVLQWKHVWDWH379DOVRLQFOXGHVLGHQWLI\LQJDQGH[SODLQLQJWKHURRWFDXVHV
RIWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHWRSROLF\PDNHUVDQGSUDFWLWLRQHUVEDVHGRQVROLGUHVHDUFKDQGGDWD

SECONDARY PREVENTION

TERTIARY PREVENTION

7KHVHHRUWVW\SLFDOO\UHIHUWRDFWLRQV
GLUHFWHGDWDVSHFLȴFSRSXODWLRQWKDWLV
susceptible to a disease or is in the early stages
RIH[SHULHQFLQJDGLVHDVH:LWKUHVSHFWWR
379VHFRQGDU\SUHYHQWLRQPHDQVKHOSLQJ
those who may be prone to risk factors or may
already be experiencing or exhibiting the risk
factors have not, or are not at imminent risk of,
FRPPLWWLQJWDUJHWHGYLROHQFH

7KHVHHRUWVIRFXVRQFXULQJDQLQGLYLGXDORID
GLVHDVHRUSUHYHQWLQJUHODSVH7KLVURDGPDSLV
QRWIRFXVHGRQȊFXULQJȋVRPHRQHRIDQLGHRORJ\
5DWKHULWHPSKDVL]HVUHODSVHSUHYHQWLRQVWUDWHJLHV
)RUH[DPSOHPLWLJDWLQJULVNRIIXUWKHUWDUJHWHG
YLROHQFHWKURXJKVSHFLȴFLQWHUYHQWLRQVWR
individuals who have committed an act of
targeted violence and may be reengaging with
WKHFRPPXQLW\ HJWKURXJKUHOHDVHIURPSULVRQ 

&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ -DQXDU\ 7KHSXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKWRYLROHQFHSUHYHQWLRQ

5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZFGFJRYYLROHQFHSUHYHQWLRQSXEOLFKHDOWKLVVXHSXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKKWPO

7KHIROORZLQJWHUPLQRORJ\LVGHVFULEHGDWOHQJWKLQWKHDXWKRUȇVRSLQLRQSLHFH*DUFLD0 $SULO $SXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKWRFRXQWHULQJ

YLROHQWH[WUHPLVP-XVW6HFXULW\5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZMXVWVHFXULW\RUJDSXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKWRFRXQWHULQJYLROHQWH[WUHPLVP

&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ QG 3LFWXUHRI$PHULFD3UHYHQWLRQ

5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZFGFJRYSLFWXUHRIDPHULFDSGIVSLFWXUHBRIBDPHULFDBSUHYHQWLRQSGI
&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ QG 3LFWXUHRI$PHULFD3UHYHQWLRQ
5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZFGFJRYSLFWXUHRIDPHULFDSGIVSLFWXUHBRIBDPHULFDBSUHYHQWLRQSGI
&HQWHUVIRU'LVHDVH&RQWURODQG3UHYHQWLRQ QG 3LFWXUHRI$PHULFD3UHYHQWLRQ
5HWULHYHGIURPKWWSVZZZFGFJRYSLFWXUHRIDPHULFDSGIVSLFWXUHBRIBDPHULFDBSUHYHQWLRQSGI
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Why Violence Prevention?
PARTNERSHIPS:379PDSVRQWRRWKHUSUHYHQWLRQDQGPLWLJDWLRQ
HRUWVVXFKDVSXEOLFKHDOWKDSSURDFKHVFUHDWLQJQDWXUDOV\QHUJLHV
DQGSDUWQHUVKLSRSSRUWXQLWLHVDFURVVPXOWLSOHGLVFLSOLQHV
CIVIL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES:379DVVXPHVWKDWWKHSUREOHPLV
violence and behavior surrounding a targeted approach to violence,
QRWZKDWFRXOGEHOHJDOO\SURWHFWHGVSHHFKLGHRORJ\RUUHOLJLRQ
)RFXVLQJRQYLROHQFHUDWKHUWKDQLGHRORJ\KHOSVVDIHJXDUGFLYLO
rights, civil liberties and privacy, and it lessens the potential for
WDUJHWLQJFRQVWLWXWLRQDOO\SURWHFWHGLGHRORJLHVRUEHOLHIV
SUPPORT LOCALS: States can play a key role in supporting,
scaling and spreading promising local interventions through
sharing resources, fostering relationship, and bringing training
DQGWHFKQLFDODVVLVWDQFHWRORFDOHRUWVWKDWQHHGLW7KH\KDYH
greater access to resources than their local counterparts and
FDQIRVWHUUHODWLRQVKLSVWKURXJKORFDODQGQDWLRQDOSURJUDPV
COORDINATION:$VWDWHOHGDSSURDFKFDQGULYH
coordination with local government entities
DQGQRQSURȴWRUJDQL]DWLRQV
STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT: $379DSSURDFKSURPRWHVWKH
inclusion of stakeholders across disciplines by delineating roles and
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHVDPRQJWKHPZKLOHHQFRXUDJLQJFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQ
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Steps to Preventing Targeted Violence
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1

Establishing Governance and Strategy

2

Data

$VWDWHZLGH379VWUDWHJ\LVFULWLFDOIRUFUHDWLQJDQGVXVWDLQLQJEX\LQIRU
SURJUDPVDQGSROLFLHV(HFWLYHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRID379VWUDWHJ\UHTXLUHV
engagement from multiple agencies, levels of government and public-private
SDUWQHUVKLSVUDWKHUWKDQRSHUDWLQJVROHO\WKURXJKODZHQIRUFHPHQW

7RXQGHUVWDQGWKHIXOO
impact of acts of targeted
violence, leaders must
collect and analyze
relevant data from
targeted violence within
WKHLUVWDWH
By understanding the
scale and scope of the
threat, state leaders can
develop a more targeted
VWUDWHJ\

3

Developing
Evaluation
Metrics
Establishing evaluation
metrics is important to
validate the methods of
your state targeted
violence program and
allows for replicability
DFURVVRWKHUVWDWHV
It is important to have
standard and uniform
GHȴQLWLRQVDFURVVVWDWHV
to describe and measure
state targeted violence
HRUWVWRSUHYHQWDJDLQVW
LQVXɝFLHQWPHWULFV
inadequate transparency
on outcomes, and lack of
VFLHQWLȴFULJRU

PREVENTING TARGETED VIOLENCE

Steps to Preventing Targeted Violence

4

Creating a Sustained Community Partnership Model

5

Enhancing Current Violence Prevention Programs

6

Connecting
Individuals
with Resources

:KHWKHUVWDWHVLQHDUO\SKDVHVRIFUHDWLQJD379SURJUDPRUZLWKUREXVW
programs in place, educating stakeholders and the public about targeted
YLROHQFHDQGWKHUROHVWKH\SOD\LQ379LVLPSRUWDQW6WDWHVPXVW
strengthen relationships with key constituencies, provide transparency
into governmental activities and articulate how the program can protect
DQGEDODQFHFLYLOULJKWVFLYLOOLEHUWLHVDQGSULYDF\

6HYHUDOVWDWHORFDOQRQSURȴWDQGSULYDWHRUJDQL]DWLRQVRSHUDWHYLROHQFH
SUHYHQWLRQSURJUDPVLQFLWLHVDQGFRXQWLHV5DWKHUWKDQEXLOGLQJVHSDUDWH
GLVWLQFWSURJUDPVVWDWHVPD\EHPRUHVXFFHVVIXOZLWKWKHLU379VWUDWHJ\
LIWKH\LQWHJUDWHWKHLUHRUWVZLWKH[LVWLQJSURJUDPV

7RFRXQWHUDFWWDUJHWHG
violence, states can
utilize tertiary prevention
mechanisms to prevent
the spread of or relapse
LQWRYLROHQFH
2QHZD\WRDFFRPSOLVK
this is by reengaging
an individual with the
community through
referral systems — locally
DQGDWWKHVWDWHOHYHO

7

Disengaging
from Violence

7HUWLDU\SUHYHQWLRQHRUWVVKRXOGRFFXU
in state and local correctional facilities for
those convicted of a targeted-violence
FULPH HJWHUURULVPUHODWHGFULPHVKDWH
crime; crimes committed to further an
ideology, belief or religion) or who exhibit
risk factors that may mobilize them toward
YLROHQFHXSRQUHOHDVH6WDWHVFRXOGUHYLHZ
their current in-prison programs, those
that support reentry or other post-release
programs to determine how they could be
XVHGIRUWDUJHWHGYLROHQFHRHQGHUV
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